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July 16, 2018 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos 
Minister of Families, Children and Social Development 
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
jean-yves.duclos@parl.gc.ca 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau and Minister Duclos, 
 
Ontario Dietitians in Public Health (ODPH), the independent and official voice of Registered Dietitians (RDs) 
working in Ontario’s public health system, is writing to you in regards to impending legislation for a national 
housing strategy. As RDs, we are deeply concerned about Canadians who experience household food insecurity 
– inadequate or insecure access to food due to financial constraints. In 2012 (most current year for which we 
have nationally representative data), 12.6% of Canadian households, or 1.7 million households representing  
2.8 million adults and 1.5 million children under the age of 18 experienced food insecurity.1 This is an 
underestimate of the problem because it does not include people living on First Nations reserves and homeless 
people. Without adequate, affordable housing, achieving household food security is not possible. 
  
On 22 November 2017 your government announced a national housing strategy based on its commitment to 
“progressively implement the right of every Canadian to access adequate housing.” We understand that 
legislation to implement the strategy will be tabled this fall.  
 
Consultations held in recent months regarding the National Housing Strategy demonstrated a strong consensus 
that implementing legislation must explicitly recognize the right to housing as defined in international human 
rights law. Widespread homelessness and lack of access to adequate housing, especially for the First Nations, 
Inuit, and Metis peoples on-reserve and in urban centres, in so affluent a country as Canada is clearly one of 
the most critical human rights issues facing all levels of government. Rights-based legislation must establish 
mechanisms for those affected to raise systemic issues regarding the progressive realization of the right to 
housing and ensure that governments will respond by implementing remedies. These mechanisms need not 
rely on courts but they must be effective.  
 
In addition, the legislation must require goals and timelines for the reduction and elimination of homelessness 
that are consistent with international human rights obligations to realize the right to housing within the 
shortest possible time based on available resources.  It should ensure that Canada meets its commitments 
under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to eliminate homeless by 2030. It must also include 
measures to eliminate the deep disparities in access to adequate, affordable, safe, and secure housing for 
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Indigenous peoples, women, members of racialized communities, immigrants and refugees, persons with 
disabilities, trans and gender-diverse people, older adults, and young people.  
 
Draft legislation has been developed by civil society and experts, demonstrating how this can be accomplished.  
 
We urge government to ensure that the National Housing Strategy legislation: 

 affirms the recognition of the right to housing as a fundamental human right; 
 

 implements accountability mechanisms through which those affected by homelessness or inadequate 
housing can hold governments accountable for the progressive realization of the right to housing; 

 

 ensures that the Office of the Federal Housing Advocate and National Housing Council are 
independent, adequately resourced and given authority to make recommendations and require 
remedial action for compliance with the right to housing; 

 

 provides for an adjudication body which includes both experts in human rights and persons with lived 
experience of homelessness or inadequate housing, to hold accessible hearings into systemic issues 
affecting the progressive realization of the right to housing and to recommend effective remedies; 

 

 requires goals and timelines for the elimination of homelessness and access to adequate housing, in 
accordance with Canada’s obligations under international human rights law and commitments to the 
Sustainable Development Goals; 
 

 mandates rights-based participation by, and accountability to, diverse individuals and communities 
affected by homelessness and inadequate housing, in all NHS mechanisms including the Office of the 
Federal Housing Advocate, National Housing Council, adjudication body, First Nations, Inuit, and Metis 
governing bodies, and community initiatives;  

 

 provides resources and support for local lived-experienced-led monitoring of NHS programmes and for 
community initiatives to promote the right to adequate housing engaging all levels of government. 

  
The legislation implementing a rights-based national housing strategy provides an historic opportunity for the 
federal government to address, as a priority, a critical human rights issue at home and at the same time to 
provide leadership in human rights internationally. It is the first time that legislation implementing the right to 
housing has been contemplated in Canada, and it is critical that this be done right.   
 
We look forward to ongoing dialogue with the government in the coming weeks, as this important legislation is 
brought forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
        
 
Erinn Salewski, RD     Mary Ellen Prange, RD 
Co-Chair ODPH      Co-Chair ODPH Food Insecurity Workgroup 
  


